[bookmark: _GoBack]Lieutenant Colonel Alexander “Sander” Snowden was born and raised in Memphis, Tennessee. 

[image: ]He was commissioned a Second Lieutenant in December, 1997 through the Officer Candidate Course in Quantico, Virginia. Following graduation from The Basic School and the Infantry Officer Course, he was assigned to 3d Battalion, 8th Marines, Camp Lejeune, North Carolina in November, 1998. There he served with Kilo Company as a Rifle Platoon Commander and Weapons Platoon Commander (and FiST Team Leader). During this tour, 3d Battalion, 8th Marine Regiment formed as Battalion Landing Team 3/8 and served as the Ground Combat Element for the 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit (Special Operations Capable) and deployed in support of OPERATION NOBLE ANVIL and SHINING HOPE in Albania and Operation JOINT GUARDIAN in Kosovo followed by Operation AVID RESPONSE in Turkey. In Kosovo, 2nd Lieutenant Snowden served as the quick reaction platoon commander during combat operations.  In September 2000, First Lieutenant Snowden was hand- picked by Colonel Mastin Robeson to be the Adjutant for 8th Marine Regiment, 2d Marine Division.

In April 2001, upon completion of that assignment, First Lieutenant Snowden reported to Manpower Management Enlisted Affairs, Quantico, Virginia as the First Term Alignment Plan Officer. While at MMEA, he served as the head of First Term retention, establishing annual retention goals for various MOS’. He also served as watch officer in the Pentagon during Operation Enduring Freedom in 2001-2002. During this tour, he was promoted to Captain.

In September 2004, Captain Snowden left active duty and remained in the Individual Ready Reserve. Captain Snowden was promoted to Major in February, 2008 and joined a reserve unit to serve as the Officer in Charge of the Peacetime/Wartime Support Team to the Inspector-Instructor, Landing Support Company, 4th Landing Support Battalion, Youngstown, Ohio.

In June 2009, he was selected to Kilo Company, 3d Battalion, 25th Marine Regiment, 4th Marine Division where he assumed duties as the Company Commander. He deployed in support of Operation ENDURING FREEDOM where, soon after arrival, Major Snowden’s company was detached from 3d Battalion, 25th Marines and attached to 3d Battalion, 5th Marines in Sangin, Afghanistan in support of combat operations. During this tour Kilo Company conducted numerous combat patrols while attached to 3d Battalion, 5th Marines in Sangin and Upper Sangin Valley.

In June, 2011 Kilo Company demobilized from active duty and in September, 2011 Major Snowden relieved his command of Kilo Company and became the Executive Officer of 3d Battalion, 25th Marine Regiment. While Executive Officer, Major Snowden was the OIC of Exercise SABER STRIKE in Latvia and led the planning for exercises WESTERN ACCORD in Senegal, Africa, Marine Week Cleveland, and Annual Training at the Mountain Warfare Training Center, California.

In July, 2014 Major Snowden was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel and in September, assumed command of 3d Battalion, 23rd Marines in Bridgeton, Missouri. As Battalion Commander, Lieutenant Colonel Snowden completed the battalion level live fire, Integrated Training Exercise (ITX) 4-16 in Twentynine Palms, California. After a successful tour of command, Lieutenant Colonel Snowden reported for duty as the G-3 alpha at 4th Marine Division in New Orleans, Louisiana. Soon thereafter Lieutenant Colonel Snowden was selected for his current duty station for senior level professional military education at Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Island from July, 2017 to June, 2018.

As a civilian, Lieutenant Colonel Snowden was born and raised in Memphis, Tennessee with an undergraduate degree from Colorado State University and a Masters of Business degree from Cameron University as well as a study abroad program at the University of Edinburgh, Scotland for international business. He has worked in the medical device industry for 13 years in various leadership positions in marketing for Smith & Nephew Orthopedics, Medtronic, Theken Spine, and most recently Nuvasive. 

Lieutenant Colonel Snowden remains active in his community where he was president of his homeowner’s association for three years and a member of St. John’s Episcopal Church, where his wife Holly, and two children Taylor and Charles attend.

His personal decorations include the Combat Action Ribbon, Meritorious Service Medal, Navy Commendation Medal (X3) and the Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal.
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